Skinning The Interface






by Mike DiLeo

[minor edit by Erwin Filmer]


Advocates of the Casio BE-300 such as myself would be the first to admit that the first and most obvious shortcoming of the device is its user interface.  Commonly referred to as the GUI (graphical user interface), this is that part of the software that the user sees and navigates the machine with.  It is the way the machine translates its status to the user.  This could entail battery level, memory storage, running or available programs, as well as peripheral connections.


Depending on what experiences the user may have had with PDA’s (personal digital assistants) in the past; different expectations will be made of the BE-300.  For the purpose of this article, my own history with Microsoft’s Pocket PC 2000 will reflect the level of interface I expect from the BE.  To date, the only program that allows modification of the GUI is a derivation called SQ Pocket for L’agenda (which I will henceforth refer to as SQPL).


In brief, the original SQ Pocket (SQP) was designed to replace the main ‘Today’ screen on Pocket PC 2000.  It allowed shortcuts to programs be placed on a “wallpaper able” background screen along with status indicators for memory and battery.  It also allowed replacement of the task bar at the top of the screen with skinnable links to programs which could be accessed without returning to the main default screen, The program went through so many revisions that it would sidetrack this article to describe its final abilities in full and do justice to its authors.


This brings me to SQPL.  Buried on the developer’s website in Japanese is a version of SQ Pocket for L’agenda.  The L’agenda is the name for the BE product in Japan.  There you can purchase the BE-300 or the BE-500.  As far as I can tell the BE-500 only differs in that the exterior casing is grey on grey, not black on grey.  Since the site and program is in Japanese, installing SQPL is tricky, but not overly hard.


First, you will need an unzip program that supports .lzh and/or .lha associations.  I believe these are files that have very long names that are not supported by older unzip programs.  If you don’t have an unzip program or are not sure your current one supports these files, go to http://www.ultimatezip.com
and download the excellent freeware program there.  With this installed, and with your BE connected to your computer via PC Connect, you are ready to move on to the developers site.


SQPL can be found at http://homepage2.nifty.com/qta/lagenda/index.htm along with the other necessary programs for installation.  Go to this page and scroll down until you see Sq372bein.lzh.  Click on this link to download to an appropriate folder on your computer.  Next you should open this folder with your unzip program.  What I did was create a folder on the desktop called “SQ” and then extracted all the contents of the download to it.  This is necessary for the installer to have all the components to install. There will be three components, Setup.exe, Setup.ini, and SQ.cbea. Click on Setup.exe and follow the instructions. Note: when the first screen in the installer comes up, choose the left button, since neither are legible the left one is the “OK” button.

In order to use SQPL to the fullest, you will next need to download two other programs from the same site.  The first is Gsftq100bein.lzh which can be found by scrolling down the site.  This is a file explorer with cut, copy, paste, and execute commands unlike the explorer found on Casio’s software CD. As with Sq372bein.lzh, you will need to open and extract the components to a folder on your computer.  Do not use the same folder. As a matter of fact create one called gsftq if you like, since once the programs are installed on the BE, all these temporary folders can be deleted.  Next, click Setup.exe and follow the instructions to install.



Follow the same instructions for Reg042bein.lzh.  This is a registry editor for those of you truly brave of heart.  Actually, you needn’t worry when playing with your registry since the site also offers a registry-restoring program in case you get a little over-zealous in your experimentation. (more on this later)


Another link on the page you should download is CS1123.lzh.  This is the program that allows you to install SQPL in place of the default menu.  This program has no installer, so getting it onto your BE will be more difficult.  For this, I used a CF card and created a Program Files folder with a ChgeShell subfolder.  I then copied all of the components which I unzipped into this folder and then put the CF card in the BE.  For this method to work you will need a CF card and reader for your computer.  This may also be possible using the folder sync in PC Connect by placing all the components in the sync to Casio folder and then using Gsftq File Explorer to move the components into Program Files on the NAND disk.  You will need to create the ChgShell sub-folder as you did on the CF card.  Note: I have not yet tried this method. [Note from Erwin: This does work for me, in fact I haven’t taken out the CF card of the BE-300 since using it]


Finally, though I am not sure of their usefulness as of yet, I downloaded and transferred The dmydll.lzh and Dmydllsrc.lzh these programs also need to be transferred via CF (or PC Connect), as they currently do not have an installer. In Dmydllsrc.lzh you will find three useful programs.  The first is SipInfo, which allows you to toggle the input keyboard on and off.  This comes in handy if you re-skin the lower taskbar and lose access to your “A” button. The second program is TbShow, which allows you to turn off the lower task bar and view things “full screen”.  Finally is RegFlush that allows you with a single touch to restore your registry to its default settings.  This will not affect any information you may have on the unit, but it will dis-associate SQPL from being your default screen and cause you to go through the set-up procedures again. The dmydll.lzh seems to be a series of .dll’s to assist SQPL, install in an appropriate folder.  I would suggest NAND disk>Program Files>Patch.


With all of this done you are ready to begin configuring SQPL.  Your most useful tool in this matter is the File Explorer you’ve installed and a healthy knowledge of the Japanese language (just kidding).  This will entail some fumbling since the program was written for Japanese users.  


First, find the program SQ.exe.  This should appear after you delete some of the icons on the top menu.  I suggest MyCasio Introduction.  This is due to the fact that the top menu will only display 12 programs so you may need to make room.  Next you should perform a soft reset by using your stylus in the left side hole labeled “Reset”.  If SQ does not show up on either the top menu or the CF card menu, look for the File Explorer.  Open the explorer and go to NAND>Program Files>SQ.  Here you should see three folders; #1, #2, and S.  Folder 1 contains all the .lnk’s you would like displayed on the default screen once you have set it up. Folder 2 contains your settings links (i.e. Contrast, Memory, Owner Info, etc.). You can create up to five Folders of links that can be flipped between by SQ from the default page.  I would recommend organizing links either by those most used or into categories, the choice is yours. Folder S is for a shortcut to the factory menu, although at this time I have yet to figure it out.


In this folder SQ, if you place a .bmp image it will show up as wallpaper just like on your desktop.  This is a major improvement over the existing GUI.  Customize away!  Also available on the author’s site is a plugin (there are a few of these) for using .jpg and other images.  Make sure while you are in this folder that you see NextPage.sqp.  This is a small image at the top center of the SQPL main page that allows you to switch from Folder 1 to Folder 2 and on and on.  It should have appeared from the SQ installation.


Double click SQ.exe and you should be brought to the SQPL main page.  It should look something like this:
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Look at the icon I have circled, this is your access to the settings function of SQPL. Click on this with the stylus and you will see a pop up menu.  Choose Alt+S and you will be taken to a series of menus.  Check off the selections you see here:
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This is the fourth screen to the right.  After correctly choosing these boxes, go to the next screen to the right, and configure it like this and then press “OK”:
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These selections should cause the task bar to look like the screen shot below (please note I have used a .bmp as a background!):
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The left arrow toggles you through the functions available on the task bar:
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Many options can be configured to be at your fingertips:
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In order to make this screen the default start-up screen as well as the screen which is associated with the left-most hardware button on the front of the BE, you must now activate the ChgShell program which we previously installed.  When you do you will see a settings screen with four buttons.  Select the bottom right button and the settings will change to these:
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Since I have no idea what these buttons should say, I pushed the top right button next, and then the X.  This worked, although it might work to just push the X button.  We would be done now except for one thing.  There is no access to the original top menu.  If you don’t need it, fine.  But for me, sometimes it’s better to have an escape route from a program.  This is where the registry editor we installed comes in handy.


The registry editor should show up as either REQ, or a very long name in your program list.  Either way, look for this 
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 symbol.  Click on this program to open it. Follow these steps:

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE>SOFTWARE>CASIO>COShell>HardIcon>06

Next double tap File, and go to the second box down.  Re-name this value 

menu.exe

Now press OK and exit the registry editor by choosing the top left box and scrolling down to the (X).  This has remapped the user-assignable hard-icon to the very right of the bottom of the screen to return you to the top/CF card menu of your machine.


This has been meant to be a help to BE-300 users.  Please understand that anything I may have gotten wrong was unintentional, since I was trying to re-trace my steps.  You CANNOT hurt this machine by experimenting.  Do a backup before you begin as a precautionary measure.  If you enjoy this program, think about sending a thank you to the developers.  With proper encouragement they may create an English version.  I am a member at Brighthand.com using the name “miked” and you should feel free to ask questions to me via the discussion boards or Private Message me.  I am always happy to help in whatever limited fashion I can. (
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