BookViewer 1.1

Copyright 1998, Don Waldo

Notes

Release notes for the new version are at the end of this document.

Introduction

BookViewer is an application for Windows CE Palm Sized PCs to display .PRC, .PDB, and .TXT files. It supports bookmarks, text searching, and keeps track of your current position in each document you open.  It also supports a facility for managing a document library on your PSPC.

BookViewer is free as my way of thanking the other authors of quality free software for the PSPC. If you like it do your part by contributing software or documents to the Palm Sized community. If you have any comments or find any problems you can email me at donw@cmsopen.com.

Installing BookViewer

BookViewer may be installed in any directory in main memory or on a storage card. It makes no registry entries. Just copy the BookViewer.exe to any directory and create a shortcut for it in your start menu. BookViewer.exe is for MIPS-based HPCs and PSPCs. BookViewer_sh3.exe is for SH3-based devices.
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Main Window

File Menu

Open File...

The Open File option allows a document to be opened from the My Documents directory. File types .PRC, .PDB, and .TXT are supported. The bookmarks and current position in the document are read from the corresponding .BKM file if it is present in the same directory as the document.

Library...

The library feature provides a way of organizing your documents and keeping them somewhere other than My Documents. This feature is described in more detail below.

Bookmarks

Bookmarks provide a way to quickly locate sections of the document. The are saved in .BKM files between sessions. Separate bookmark files are maintained for each document. Bookmarks may be added, edited, or deleted. BKM files can be copied from machine to machine so if you create a set of bookmarks you think might be useful to others feel free to share it.

Adding a bookmark

When you add a bookmark it defaults the bookmark title to be whatever text is on the top line of the screen. You may edit the text if you wish. Bookmark titles can be up to 50 characters long.
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Editing bookmarks

You may edit the description of a bookmark at any time by choosing the bookmark edit command. Bookmarks may also be deleted from this screen. If Sort by Title is checked then bookmarks are sorted alphabetically. If unchecked they are sorted by position in the document. This setting is saved for each document.
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Properties...

The properties dialog shows you the document name, current position, total number of  lines in the document, and the size of the document. 
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Edit Menu

Find...

Find allows you to locate a text string in the document. The search begins with the second line currently visible on the screen and goes forward. You may find strings up to 40 characters long. The most recent 10 strings are saved in the drop down list and preserved across sessions in BookViewer.cfg.
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Page scroll

The up and down buttons can move by either a line or a screen. It moves by a whole screen if this menu item is checked. This option is saved in BookViewer.cfg between sessions.

Large font

To allow you to choose between more readable text and more text on the screen  BookViewer allows two font sizes. This option is saved in BookViewer.cfg between sessions.

Bookmarks...

This option brings up the bookmark editor just like File Bookmarks Edit.

Goto Menu

Bookmark...

This option brings up the bookmark goto screen just like File Bookmarks Goto.

Top

Go to the first line of the document.

Bottom

Go to the last screen of information in the document.

Available 1 – Available 4

You may have up to four documents open at one time in BookViewer. When a document is loaded its name is shown in the corresponding menu item. All other menu items operate on the current document.

Buttons

To the right of the menus on the main window are some shortcut buttons that provide quick access to the most commonly used functions from the menus.
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From left to right the functions performed by these buttons are:

Open from library

Find text

Go to bookmark

Document properties

Go to top of document

Library

The library feature provides a way of organizing your documents and keeping them somewhere other than My Documents. 
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BookViewer first looks for a subdirectory of the directory containing BookViewer.exe named “Library”. If no “Library” directory is detected there then \Storage Card\My Documents is used. If that directory is not found then My Documents is used from main memory. For instance in the example above BookViewer.exe is in \Storage Card\Apps. My document library is \Storage Card\Apps\Library with subdirectories under that named “Drinks”, “Entertainment”, “Hitchhikers Guide”, “Political Documents”, “Quotes”, “Science”, and “War of the Worlds”. Some of these directories have subdirectories under them as well. 

You may nest subdirectories in any way you wish in your library to structure your document library. The tree shown in the library window will reflect the entire structure. To open a document select it in the tree and click the Open button.

Release Notes

1/26/99
Version 1.1

Most of the features in version 1.1 came about as a direct result of suggestions I received from BookViewer users. I thank all of them for their suggestions. In addition to these features I fixed any reported bugs that I could reproduce.

· BKM files are now saved very frequently. This ensures that the current location in a document is always know even if you have to reset the machine.

· The “Select” button now toggles the page scroll flag.

· Scrolling is continuous scroll while up/down action button pressed.

· Up to four documents may now be open. See the Goto menu for more information.

· The memory footprint for PRC files has been greatly reduced.

· BookViewer now should run on HPCs. It has been tested on an early Casio HPC that was upgraded to 2.0.  Let me know if you have trouble on other devices.

· Dialog cleanup

All dialogs now fit entirely on the screen. 

The cancel button closes all dialogs.

An “all file types “ option has been added to the file open dialog

· Library enhancements

The current document is hilighted when the library is first opened.

The Cancel button brings up library from the main screen

“My Documents” is used for the library if no library directory is found

Double tap now opens a document in the library.

The select button opens a folder or document.

10/6/98
Version 1.01


I fixed a bug reported by one of the early users that caused page scrolling to scroll more than it should in some documents.
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